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The Former Hokkaido Government Office Building > o n lays, an architectural style of topping buildings with
% Homes was popular in the U.S.A. as the symbol of independence
AKARE NGA bnd enterprising spirit. In1886, the Hokkaido Government was
i and 1st ichi i lwamura, ic about
%= : he octagonal dome, ordered the construction of a dome on top of
@ m - pkarenga when the government building was built.
N Although the inside of akarenga was bumned by a fire in 1909, the red brick walls luckily
little damage. ion work was initiated the following year and was
completed in 1911.
IR AR X 2
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\ y Property in 1969.
The symbol of Hokkaido
The Former Hokkaido Govemment Building, whose red appearance contrasts hlights
beautifully in every season, has gained wide popularity with its nit or Air vents and roof
“Red Bricks”. Completed in 1888, the American neo-baroque style brick building was Air vents that look like chimneys and roof cresting have a design that caught on in
designed by engineers of the Hokkaido Government and was constructed with many Western architecture in the Meiji era, and lightning rods are designed to double as

local building materials.

i It played a pivotal role in Hokkaido over the 80 years
/ until the new government building was constructed. About 2.5 million bricks were made in Shiroishi and Toyohira villages (presently in

/. Measuring 61m in frontage, 36m in depth and and 33m p The Fi h-style bri where itudinal and bricks are

in height up to the tower top, akarenga is equivalent in laid alternately, is relatively rare in Japan.

. size to a present-day 10-story|

building. Three-section arch

The main hall features a beautiful thi tion arch. The stai is ive as
At that time, it was one of the largest buildings in Japan. The typified by western architecture with omaments in the middle of the arch, sculptures
octagonal dome towering on the building was constructed in 1873 on upper steel poles, the circular design (rosette) modeled for roses engraved on
according to the plan by Capron, an American advisor to the| the side of the stairway, etc
D C ission, ing for the dome o - )
the Hokkaido Development Commission Sapporo Main Office, 37 « bHEER AT [RhANFROBA—Y (BHEBEHD
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The Former Hokkaido Government Office Building
AKARENGA

The symbol of Hokkaido

The Former Hokkaido Government Building, whose red appearance contrasts
beautifully in every season, has gained wide popularity with its nickname
akarenga, or “Red Bricks”. Completed in 1888, the American neo-baroque style
brick building was designed by engineers of the Hokkaido Government and was
constructed with many local building materials.

It played a pivotal role in Hokkaido over the 80 years until the new government
building was constructed. Measuring 61m in frontage, 36m in depth and and 33m
in height up to the tower top, akarenga is equivalent in size to a present-day 10-
story building.

At that time, it was one of the largest buildings in Japan. The octagonal dome
towering on the building was constructed in 1873 according to the plan by Capron,
an American advisor to the Development Commission, modeling for the
octagonal dome of the Hokkaido Development Commission Sapporo Main Office,
which was burned down six years later.

In those days, an architectural style of topping buildings with domes was popular
in the U.S.A. as the symbol of independence and enterprising spirit. In1886, the
Hokkaido Government was established and 1st Governor Michitoshi lwamura,



nostalgic about the octagonal dome, ordered the construction of a dome on top
of akarenga when the government building was built.
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The symbol of Hokkaido

The Former Hokkaido Government Building, whose red appearance contrasts
beautifully in every season, has gained wide popularity with its nickname akarenga, or
“Red Bricks”. Completed in 1888, the American neo-baroque style brick building was
designed by engineers of the Hokkaido Government and was constructed with many
local building materials.

It played a pivotal role in Hokkaido over the 80 years
until the new government building was constructed.
Measuring 61m in frontage, 36m in depth and and 33m
in height up to the tower top, akarenga is equivalent in
size to a present-day 10-story

Development Commission, modeling for the octagonal dome of
the Hokkaido Development Commission Sapporo Main Office,

which was burned down six years later.

building.
d
At that time, it was one of the largest buildings in Japan. The
octagonal dome towering on the building was constructed in 1873
according to the plan by Capron, an American advisor to the
d ! !
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I\ In those days, an architectural style of topping buildings with
Nz domes was popular in the U.S.A. as the symbol of independence

and enterprising spirit. In1886, the Hokkaido Government was

'_:_‘ established and 1st Governor Michitoshi Iwamura, nostalgic about

;i; : the octagonal dome, ordered the construction of a dome on top of
_— akarenga when the government building was built.

Although the inside of akarenga was burned by a fire in 1909, the red brick walls luckily
sustained little damage. Restoration work was initiated the following year and was
completed in 1911.

d

In 1968, it was restored to its original state in commemoration of the centennial
anniversary of Hokkaido, and its permanent preservation was determined.

d

Today, there are a few western-style architectural structures from the Meiji era as
fabulous as akarenga in Japan, and it was designated as a National Important Cultural
Property in 1969.

d

Highlights

Air vents and roof

Air vents that look like chimneys and roof cresting have a design that caught on in
Western architecture in the Meiji era, and lightning rods are designed to double as
decoration.

d

About 2.5 million bricks were made in Shiroishi and Toyohira villages (presently in

Sapporo). The French-style brickwork, where longitudinal and transverse bricks are
laid alternately, is relatively rare in Japan.
d

Three-section arch

The main hall features a beautiful three-section arch. The staircase is decorative as

typified by western architecture with ornaments in the middle of the arch, sculptures
on upper steel poles, the circular design (rosette) modeled for roses engraved on
the side of the stairway, etc.

Jd
BIHTE : ARER — L= [RUADBTEDRMNN—T (REEHRETR |
URL : https.//www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/sm/sum/sk/72039.html|



