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The Tale of the Bamboo Princess

Why was the beautiful princess "Kaguya-hime" born from bamboo?

ne day in the bamboo forest, an old
bamboo cutter called “Taketori no
Okina” came across a mysterious, shining
stalk of bamboo. Cutting it open, he was
surprised to find a baby
the size of his thumb
inside. he and his wife,
were having no children.
They decide to raise the
baby as their own
daughter, and name her “Kaguya-hime”,
"Shining Princess ". From that moment on,
every time the man cuts a stalk of bamboo,
he finds gold. The family soon grows rich,
and within just three months.
aguya-hime grew into a beautiful
woman in a short time. Her beauty
quickly spread throughout the country. The
five nobles heard about her and asked to

The Tale of the Bamboo Princess is the oldest surviving .
literature, but the time and author of the writing is unknown. ‘
Why was Kaguya-hime born from bamboo? Acturally, she is § /]
a symbol of bamboo! The color of bamboo does not change

marry them. But she didn't want to get
married at all. So she tasked them with an
impossibility challenges. After this, the
emperor visited Kaguya-hime. He fell in
love and proposed. But she rejected his
request for
marriage,
telling him that
she was not of
his country and
she could not
stay at the
palace with him.

At that time, she shed tears every day

when she saw the moon. Her true

home was on the Moon.

On the full moon night, nymphs came to
pick up her. She went back to the moon
with them.
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Bamboo forest

throughout the year. It doesn't go against the wind, but it never
collapses and "grows straight" at an amazing speed. It is very strong. This bamboo
supported everything in their lives. Bamboo made them rich both mentally and

economically

Who was “Taketori no Okina”. The true name of “Taketori
no Okina” was "Sanuki no Miyatsuko". The stage of this story is
thought to be Koryo-cho in Nara. It is close to Fujiwara-kyo,
where five nobles proposed to Kaguya-hime lived. The five

names are listed in an old document as a nobleman of the

Asuka period. There is also a “Sanuki shrine”.

sanuki shrine

There are still many mysteries of the tale of the bamboo princess!



